Retrieval of an intact, intraarticular bullet by hip arthroscopy using the lateral approach.
A twenty-seven-year-old man sustained a gunshot wound to the left gluteal region. Both plain films and a computed tomography (CT) scan confirmed that the bullet was in the hip joint. Using the lateral approach, the patient underwent hip arthroscopy, and the bullet was removed without difficulty. After surgery, the patient went on to an uneventful recovery. The use of arthroscopy for bullet removal minimized the surgical dissection, avoided an extensive capsulotomy, and reduced the associated risk of injury to the blood supply of the femoral head and osteonecrosis. This report illustrates the application of hip arthroscopy in the removal of retained bullets with minimal associated morbidity and further expands the indications for this procedure.